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Clemson’s Public Service Commitment 2011


Clemson Public Service Activities (PSA) is part of a national USDA system of research and knowledge transfer, with a mandate to improve the quality of life for the citizens of South Carolina by developing and delivering research and education programs that support the state’s largest industry, the $34 billion agriculture and forestry (agribusiness) sector. 
There is no doubt that FY 2011-12 is going to be one of the most difficult budget years South Carolina has faced since the 1930s. 

In light of this reality, Clemson PSA requests that the General Assembly budget writers treat PSA in a manner similar to other state agencies that are critical to South Carolina’s economic wellbeing.

A restructuring committee in the General Assembly is wisely reviewing all state agencies to see if there are any cost savings to be found by consolidating services. 

There would be no savings in consolidating Clemson PSA with any other agency. Federal laws prohibit moving PSA services to another state agency. These laws: 

· Established the national land-grant university system (Morrill Act, 1862)
· Based the national system of Agricultural Experiment Stations (Hatch Act, 1887) and Cooperative Extension Service (Smith-Lever Act, 1914) at land-grant universities with the intent that commercial growers could benefit from the science-based research discoveries and knowledge transfer inherent in a university system    

The same benefits apply to the regulatory agencies – Livestock Poultry Health and Regulatory Services – that enforce state and federal mandates to protect the state’s meat and plant production systems.

As a result, Clemson PSA is the only state agency that conducts research, technology transfer and regulatory programs that support agriculture and forestry production in South Carolina. 

Clemson PSA does not duplicate services provided by other agencies. In fact, other state agencies depend on PSA for knowledge development and dissemination, including the state Department of Agriculture, Department of Natural Resources (DNR), Department of Health and Environmental Control (DHEC), Forestry Commission and the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA).

Since June 2008, Clemson PSA state appropriations have been cut 46%, leaving state funding at the same level as 1985 without adjusting for inflation. We have dealt with these reductions through a strategic plan that focuses remaining state funding on core research, extension and regulatory programs for the agriculture, forestry and natural resources industries. We remain committed to this mission that was a founding principle for the university.
Clemson Public Service Activities (PSA) include:
Experiment Station

Develops relevant, research-based knowledge for agriculture, natural resources and rural communities to enhance economic development

Extension Service

Transfers science-based information to individuals, groups and communities, and helps them apply that information to improve their quality of life

Livestock-Poultry Health Programs

Ensures the health and safety of livestock/poultry industries and companion animals, and protects the food supply and public health of S.C. citizens
Regulatory Services

Protects the environment and the food supply by ensuring the safe, effective use of fertilizers and pesticides and the quality of seeds and plants grown in the state; and mitigates agroterrorism 

4-H 

Builds youth leadership, citizenship, and life skills through a learn-by-doing approach in agriculture and natural resources

Applied Ecology Center

Conducts research and education programs on watershed management plans throughout the state and restores compromised environments

Baruch Institute of Coastal Ecology and Forest Science

Conducts research and education programs on coastal issues such as the environmental impact of urban development and protecting natural resources
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