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Capitol Event Feb. 23, 2009 - Speaker Information

To reach a speaker post-event, contact Katie Little at 

770.522.8855 office, 678.316.0304 cell or klittle@hayslettgroup.com.

Photos available upon request.
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Dennis W. Ashley, M.D., FACS, FCCM, Chairman, Georgia Trauma Care Network Commission and Director of Trauma and Critical Care, The Medical Center of Central Georgia 
Dennis W. Ashley, M.D., FACS, received his bachelor’s degree from Transylvania University in Lexington, Ky. and M.D. degree from the University of Kentucky. He completed a general surgery residency at the Medical Center of Central Georgia and Mercer University School of Medicine. This was followed by a Trauma Fellowship at Grady Hospital, Emory University School of Medicine, in Atlanta, Ga. and a Surgical Critical Care Fellowship at the University of Pittsburgh Medical Center in Pittsburgh, Pa. 
Dr. Ashley is the Director of Trauma and Critical Services at the Medical Center of Central Georgia and Professor of Surgery at Mercer University School of Medicine. A Fellow of the American College of Surgeons, Dr. Ashley is also a member of numerous other medical societies, including the American Association for the Surgery of Trauma, the Eastern Association for the Surgery of Trauma, the Society of Critical Care Medicine, and the Southern Surgical Association. He is currently the Chairman of the American College of Surgeons Georgia Committee on Trauma and the Georgia Trauma Care Network Commission.
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M. Todd Williamson, M.D.

President, Medical Association of Georgia
M. Todd Williamson, M.D., is president of the Medical Association of Georgia. He was installed as MAG’s president at the 2008 House of Delegates meeting on October 4.

Dr. Williamson is a native of Griffin, Ga. He is a graduate of Emory University School of Medicine and was chief resident in Neurology. He is board certified in psychiatry and neurology. He practices Neurology at North Georgia Neurological Clinic in Lawrenceville. His writings have been published in the American Journal of Neuroradiology, American College of Clinical Toxicology and the New England Journal of Medicine. He has served on the Gwinnett County Board of Health for five years and is a graduate of the Leadership Georgia program.

Dr. Williamson has a distinguished service history with the Medical Association of Georgia and the Gwinnett/Forsyth County Medical Society. He served as president of the Gwinnett/Forsyth CMS from 2001-2005, and he was a delegate to the MAG House of Delegates. His MAG service includes his role as second vice president, secretary, chairman of the Young Physician Section, Membership Expansion and Involvement Committee.
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George M. Israel, III

President and CEO, Georgia Chamber of Commerce

George M. Israel, III, was appointed president and chief executive officer of the Georgia Chamber of Commerce in 2002. Since that time, he has increased membership, seen near-perfect success lobbying on behalf of business at the State Capitol, and led the Chamber through a transformative reorganization that will allow it to work nimbly, proactively and even more successfully on behalf of its over 4,000 members. 
Prior to joining the Georgia Chamber, Israel served as a chief executive, both in government and business. At just 31 years old, he was elected mayor of Macon, Georgia’s sixth-largest city, and held the position from 1979 until 1987. 

Israel began his career as a field underwriter in the life, health and accident insurance industry. In 1987, he became president and chief executive officer of The Potomac Corporation, a European venture capital firm. During the early 1990s, he was chief executive officer of Fickling & Walker, a Macon real estate development company. In 1994, he became president and chief executive officer of Secure Health Plans of Georgia.

Israel currently serves on the board of directors for a number of organizations including Georgia Allies, the Georgia Partnership for Excellence in Education and the Georgia Cities Foundation. He is a board advisor for the Georgia Department of Economic Development and the Georgia Statewide Trauma Action Team, and serves as a member of the Georgia Military Affairs Coordinating Committee. He is an active member of the U.S. Chamber of Commerce.

Israel is a graduate of Middle Georgia College in Cochran and the University of Georgia. He and his wife, Pam, live in Macon and have two grown children and one grandchild.  
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Thomas D. Bell, Jr.
Chair of the Board and Chief Executive Officer, Cousins Properties and Board Member, Metro Atlanta Chamber of Commerce
Thomas D. Bell, Jr., was named vice chairman of the board and chairman of the Executive Committee in January 2001, and was subsequently elected president and chief executive officer by the Board of Directors in January 2002. Bell assumed the role of chairman upon the retirement of chairman and founder Tom Cousins in December 2006.

Bell brings a wealth of experience in corporate management, governance and leadership in both the public and private sector to the company. Prior to joining Cousins, he spent 10 years at Young & Rubicam Inc., retiring as chairman. Before Young & Rubicam Inc., he served as chairman and CEO of Young & Rubicam Advertising and as CEO of Burson-Marsteller and Young & Rubicam's Diversified Communications Group. Bell is a member of the boards of the Georgia Statewide Trauma Action Team, Grady Memorial Hospital Corporation, Emory Healthcare, Regal Entertainment Group, AGL Resources Inc., the Metro Atlanta Chamber of Commerce, and the U.S. Chamber of Commerce. Bell served as the 2005 chairman for the Metro Atlanta Chamber of Commerce and also served as chairman of the Chamber's Quality Growth Task Force.
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Chad Black
Battalion Chief, Hall County Fire Services and Business Development Manager, LifeNet Georgia
Chad Black has been in the emergency services for 24 years where he currently serves as battalion chief for Hall County Fire Services and business development manager for Air Methods Corporation D/B/A LifeNet Georgia/Emory Flight/Rescue Air 1 air medical services.
Currently a Licensed National Registry Paramedic, Black holds instructor certificates in Advanced Cardiac Life Support, Basis Life Support, International Trauma Life Support, Pediatric Advanced Life Support and Paramedic Preceptor. Black is also a certified Hazardous Materials Technician and past chief of the Hall County Fire Services Hazardous Materials Team. Black holds more than 12,000 training hours in both Fire and EMS-related topics including Rope Rescue, Hazardous Materials, Incident Command and Rescue Systems to name a few. 
Black is a member of the Georgia Statewide Trauma Action Team Advisory Board, Statewide EMS and Trauma System Development Committee, Georgia Air Medical Committee, Georgia Emergency Medical Services Information Systems Committee and serves on the American Heart Association’s Advisory Board for the North Georgia Region.
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Pam Russell
Mother of Trauma Survivor, Charlee Russell

Pam Russell is the mother of five children – one son and four daughters. Her youngest daughter, Charlee, is a trauma survivor. Charlee was involved in a critical car accident on Jan. 11, 2006, in Statesboro, Ga. Originally from Des Moines, Iowa, Russell currently resides in Valdosta, Ga. with husband Rusty. Rusty is a former college football coach and is currently employed by Field Turf. Russell’s father-in-law is the former UGA defensive coordinator and Georgia Southern head football coach, Erk Russell. Russell has been a Georgia resident for 13 years – 12 of which were spent in Statesboro.
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Georgia State Senator Cecil Staton
Senate District 18

Sen. Staton, a Republican from Macon, was first elected to the Senate in 2004 to represent the 18th Senatorial District which includes Bibb, Crawford, Houston, Jones and Monroe counties. 

He serves as chairman of the Science and Technology Committee, member of Veterans and Military Affairs Committee, Higher Education Committee and sits on the Appropriations and Transportation committees. 

A native of Greenville, S.C., Sen. Staton received his Bachelor of Arts degree from Furman University in South Carolina and a Ph.D. from the University of Oxford in England. He currently is a publisher and broadcaster in Macon and Warner Robins.

Sen. Staton and his wife Catherine have two sons, Trey and William. He is a member of the Rotary Club of Downtown Macon, and has served on the Board of Directors of the (Macon) Museum of Arts and Sciences and the Macon Symphony Orchestra. He also is a member of Highland Hills Baptist Church in Macon.
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Georgia State Representative Austin Scott 
House District 153

State Rep. Austin Scott, 39, is the chairman of the Governmental Affairs Committee of the Georgia House of Representatives. He represents House District 153, serving Tift and Turner counties. Rep. Scott was born in Augusta and is a graduate of the University of Georgia. Elected to the State House at 26, he has 14 years of experience as a legislator. 
He is the owner and president of a small business, The Southern Group, LLC, and a partner in Pebble Hill Farms, LLC. In addition to chairing the Governmental Affairs Committee, Rep. Scott serves on Appropriations, Rules, and Ways and Means Committee where he serves as chairman of the Public Policy Subcommittee. 
In 2005, Rep. Scott sponsored the legislation that created the Certificate of Need Commission. The thirteen members of this commission, including Rep. Scott, are charged with reviewing the state’s health care system and making recommendations to the 2007 General Assembly for changes to the state laws to improve access to quality affordable health care for all Georgia’s citizens. In 2006, Rep. Scott was selected to serve on the State Trauma Commission, which he helped create to improve access to trauma care throughout the state. Additionally, Rep. Scott was selected by Gov. Perdue to serve on Georgia’s Rural Development Council. 
Rep. Scott, nine-year-old son, Wells, and his wife, Vivien, reside in Ashburn, Ga.

Mike Polak
Executive Director of External Affairs, 
Memorial University Medical Center 

Mike Polak had a 10-year legislative career in the Georgia State Senate and Georgia House of Representatives. He is both a former committee chairman and a sub-committee chairman for appropriations, retiring from the Senate in 2002. While in the legislature, he received Legislator of the Year awards from a number of healthcare care organizations, including the Medical Association of Georgia, Georgia Family Physicians Association, Georgia Gerontology Society, Georgia Council on Ageing, AARP, Senior Connections and several annual legislator awards from the Georgia Hospital Association. He is currently an active member of the Georgia Hospital Association and was instrumental in starting the Access Coalition, a group of business, consumer and healthcare leaders advocating for adequate reimbursements for Medicaid.

Polak is also active in a number of community organizations. He is the current chair of the Creative Coast Alliance Advisory Board and a member of the Georgia Statewide Trauma Action Team. He is also a Board member of the Savannah State College of Science and Technology, Georgia Tech Savannah, Skidaway Marine Institute, Georgia Southern School of Information Technology and the Savannah Chamber Step Up Poverty Reduction Initiative.

