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CHILD WELFARE
Changes to Child Custody Proceedings
& Divorce Waiting Period (HB 369)

DID PASS

Rep. Tom Rice’s bill changes current law in child custody cases by requiring a court approved parenting plan laying out parenting time, visitation, and other fundamentals. Allows children over 14 to choose the parent they live with subject only to a best interests of the child determination by the judge. Grants direct appeals in child custody cases. Appeals in termination of parental rights cases are now discretionary. 

Surrender for Adoption (HB 497) 

DID PASS

Rep. Donna Sheldon’s bill allows pre-birth surrender of rights by the biological father of a child (who is not the legal father) for purposes of adoption. He has 10 days to withdraw the agreement.

Seizure of Motor Vehicles (SB 219) 

DID NOT PASS

Sen. Bill Hamrick’s bill allows sheriffs to seize vehicles used in the commission of a sex crime against a minor.

Commercial Sexual Exploitation of Children Study Committee (SR 445)
DID NOT PASS

Sen. Renee Unterman sought a Study Committee to look at the problem of how children are lured into commercial sexual exploitation in Georgia, appropriate treatment for victims, and possible changes in law that might be needed to address this horrific epidemic.
 

WOMEN’S ECONOMIC INDEPENDENCE

Pay Day Lending (HB 163)
DID NOT PASS

Rep. Tumlin’s bill repealing the pay day lending ban failed to pass the House. Before Georgia banned payday lending in 2004, predatory lenders charged borrowers over 300 percent annual interest. Proponent Rep. Earl Erhart (R-Powder Springs), chairman of the powerful Rules Committee, unsuccessfully tried to get the vote reconsidered.  
Self-employment Assistance Study Committee (HR 427)

DID PASS

Rep. Virgil Fludd’s resolution creates a study committee to consider developing a program that encourages unemployed workers to start their own businesses. A self-employment allowance instead of regular unemployment insurance benefits help unemployed workers while they are setting up. This voluntary program exists in 7 other states. 

Minimum Wage (SB 13)
DID NOT PASS

Senator Robert Brown’s bill calls for a raise in the state minimum wage. It would cover groups left out of any federal increase in the minimum wage, such as restaurant workers.

Child Support Services Fee (SB 42) 

DID PASS

The Dept. of Human Resources can charge $13 annual fee to the non-custodial parent and $12 annual fee to the custodial parent for child support collection services. Current or past recipients of Temporary Assistance to Needy Families (TANF) will not be charged.
Grandparents Raising Grandchildren (SB 88)
DID NOT PASS

Sen. Renee Unterman’s bill establishes a power of attorney from a parent to a grandparent for the care of a grandchild and creates a program offering limited financial assistance. Grandparents who are experiencing a hardship and participate in a local Grandparents Raising Grandchildren program shall receive a monthly grandchild caregiver subsidy in the form of an electronic funds transfer card equal to 80% of the foster care rate for each minor grandchild in their legal custody or under temporary or permanent guardianship of such grandparent. 
Childcare Study Committee (SR 426)

DID PASS

Sen. Dan Weber’s quality childcare study committee will look at childcare issues and needs and make recommendations. A lack of affordable, quality child care options, and a shortage of funding for child care assistance hurts the chances of a single parent becoming successful in the world of work.
HEALTH CARE
Insurance Coverage for Vaccinations for Cervical Cancer and HPV (HB 11)

DID NOT PASS

Rep. Judy Manning’s prefiled legislation sought to require health benefit policy coverage for vaccinations for cervical cancer and the human papillomavirus (HPV). 
Emergency Transportation for Vulnerable Populations (HB 73)
DID NOT PASS

Rep. Burke Day’s bill requires the state contract for appropriate transportation services so residents of nursing homes in the path of a hurricane would have a means of evacuation. This proposal was informed by the needless loss of life in the Gulf coast region during Katrina and Rita in 2005.
Pre-abortion Ultrasound (HB 147)

DID PASS

Under Rep. James Mills’ legislation all women seeking an abortion shall undergo an ultrasound and must be given the opportunity to view the ultrasound and listen to the fetal heartbeat except in emergency cases. An ultrasound is now legally defined as part of giving an informed consent to the procedure. 
State Funds for PeachCare (HB 236)

DID NOT PASS

Rep. Nikki Randall’s bill changes the law that created PeachCare permitting continuation of the program using solely state funds when federal matching funds are not available or insufficient. A similar work around was used later in session to ensure children in households earning below 235% of federal poverty would not lose their health coverage.
Children’s Health Insurance (HB 324)

DID NOT PASS

Rep. Judy Manning’s three tier proposal to cover all kids with affordable health insurance did not receive much attention this session. Instead all efforts focused on defending PeachCare, the cornerstone of this legislation. 

PeachCare Eligibility and Benefits (HB 340)

DID NOT PASS  

Speaker Glenn Richardson’s proposal to reduce eligibility from 235% of poverty to 200% and raise cost shares for dental/vision was stopped. The state extended what amounts to an $81 million bridge loan in the amended 2007 budget so low-income children could keep coverage until new federal dollars were found. Since that decision $35 million in surplus SCHIP money has been diverted to Georgia from other states. Legislation moving through Congress authorizes $114 million to help until reauthorized this fall. A freeze on enrollment continues.
Eligibility Verification for PeachCare (HB 396)
DID NOT PASS

Rep. Mickey Channell’s bill requires for the Dept. of Community Health to hire a contractor to verify program eligibility, both income and citizenship. Current law permits DCH to outsource eligibility determination but does not require it. Agency staff has begun verifying already without legislation.
HIV Pregnancy Screening (HB 429)

DID PASS

Rep. Sharon Cooper’ bill requires all pregnant women in Georgia will be tested for HIV unless she refuses.

Restricting Access to Family Planning Services (HB 526)
DID NOT PASS

Rep. Barry Loudermilk’s bill bars an unemancipated minor from receiving any medical referral services, contraceptives, or birth control devices from a state health agency (or its’ contractor) unless the minor seeking the services is accompanied by a parent or guardian with proper identification who has been notified. 
Protecting PeachCare for Kids (HB 620)

DID NOT PASS

Reps. Ron Stephens, Pat Gardner and others seek to establish PeachCare for Kids as a Medicaid expansion covering children in families up to 150% of federal poverty and children ages 0-1 in families with incomes up to 200% of federal poverty. This route could have resolved the SCHIP federal funding shortfall situation, i.e. maximizing available federal dollars while keeping kids covered.
Urging Congress to Fund PeachCare (HR13)

DID PASS 

Rep. Mickey Channell’s resolution aptly expressed the sentiment on many minds regarding the federal funding shortfall. The General Assembly later authorized an $81 million bridge loan in the amended 2007 budget so low-income children could keep coverage until new federal dollars were found. Approximately $35 million in surplus SCHIP money has been diverted from other states to Georgia and pending federal reauthorization could bring $1.6 billion in the next 5 years.

Mandatory HPV Vaccine for Girls Entering 6th Grade (SB 155)

DID NOT PASS

Sen. Don Balfour, chair of the powerful Rules Committee, ultimately cooled on this issue after concerns emerged. Parents objected to the mandate and questioned the efficacy of the new vaccine. Physicians worried this statutory approach departs from existing regulatory channels parents can use if they opt not to vaccinate. Four million dollars in the FY2008 budget to pay for this expensive 3 course vaccine also fell by the wayside.
HEALTH/INSURANCE
Simplified Advance Directives for Health Care (HB 24)

DID PASS

Rep. Steve Tumlin’s bill simplifies the method for creating an advance directive for health care. Attached language requires collection of price/outcome data on certain health care procedures be available on a state website (a plank in the “health transformation” platform). 

Tax Break for High Deductible Health Insurance Policies (HB 242)

VETOED

Rep. Tom Knox’s bill provides tax exemptions for high-deductible health insurance plans. The exemptions would apply to individuals’ personal income taxes and the State’s premium tax paid by insurers. In his veto message Gov. Perdue expressed support for legislation that provides incentives for individuals to use high-deductible health insurance plans, but seemed concerned at the cost of the premium tax exemption ($61 million over six years). He said, “To be sure, a more expansive review of the premium tax may be warranted, and comprehensive health care transformation is needed. This costly proposal, however, may be best reviewed as part of and not independent from such reform.”
Tax-preferred Status for Health Savings Accounts (HB 404)
DID NOT PASS

Rep. Channell’s bill offers preferred tax status for contributions to and premiums for health savings accounts. Also includes Massachusetts-like provision requiring all Georgia residents to demonstrate they have health insurance adequate to cover themselves and their dependents or post $10,000 in escrow with the state. Failure to do so results in garnishment of future tax refunds. This concept also surfaced in SB 28, sponsored by Senator Judson Hill and is another plank in the “health transformation” platform.
Health Transformation Omnibus Bill (SB 28)

DID NOT PASS
Sen. Judson Hill’s bill changes state law and policy, officially endorsing the high deductible health insurance products (HDHP)— all this ties into a relatively new federal law that allows preferred tax treatment for contributions to a Health Savings Account (HSA). Only 3.5 million HDHPs exist nationwide; with 2.5 of them sold by United Healthcare. Claims about the affordability of HDHPs and their potential to solve the uninsured problem are unfounded. Most of Georgia's 1.7 million uninsured would not view a $2,000 deductible as affordable. Basic concepts include tax breaks for those funding health insurance through federal tax shelters, eliminating mandated health benefits, and a data website on health care/Rx costs to help consumers shop providers.

Health Transformation Progeny 
Threat to Mandated Services Covered by Insurance (SB 150)
DID NOT PASS

This bill creates a dangerous loophole permitting out-of-state insurance companies to sell policies in Georgia that do not comply with existing insurance coverage mandates.
 Other provisions allow a parent to cover dependents up to age 25 or until two years after ceasing to be a dependent, whichever is earlier, under a group accident and sickness policy. It also creates a central database for electronic medical records and incentives for electronic claims submissions, requires providers to submit data for use in a Medicare.gov-like website to help consumers shop for healthcare, and establishes patient ownership of their own medical records. See also SB 241.
Protect the High Risk Pool (SB 151)

DID NOT PASS
The goal of a high risk pool is to protect a person at risk of becoming uninsured by providing alternate coverage quickly. This bill replaces the existing state health insurance and benefits assignment systems for otherwise uninsurable people with an insurer friendly model containing few consumer protections. One must be rejected by 2 insurers (rare since most offer unaffordable coverage but do not deny). Preexisting conditions are not covered for 12 months. See also HB 752.
“Consumer Driven Plan” Erodes Group Health Insurance (SB 153) 
DID NOT PASS

This approach to health care financing drives up costs for those remaining in traditional, employer-sponsored group plans as the healthiest and wealthiest participants opt out. Under this bill high deductible health policies do not have to cover contraceptives, newborns for first 10 days of life, well child services, 48 hour hospital stay after newborn delivery, and other services mandated under state law. The threat to health mandates language almost passed attached to HB 330.
Health Savings Accounts (SR 139)
DID PASS 

Sen. Judson Hill’s resolution urges Congress to increase the tax-free HSA contribution threshold. This and the data collection/transparency language amended to HB 24 in the final hours are the only planks in the "health transformation" platform to pass this session.

TAX REFORM

State and Corporate Income Tax Repeal Proposals (HB 66, HB 67, HB 176)
DID NOT PASS
These bills suggest attacks on revenue adequacy will be a major focus next January. Abolishing state income taxes, repealing the corporate net worth tax, or a gradual corporate income tax repeal all dip directly into the State Treasury coffers. Whether Georgia has the revenue needed to provide adequate services to its citizenry depends on what individual citizens, alone or collectively, consider to be included in the basic fundamentals of what government is expected to do.  
Fair Tax (HR 900)

DID NOT PASS

Speaker Richardson’s plan will replace state and local taxes with a regressive “flat tax,” meaning those who make the least end up bearing a disproportionate share of the cost relative to income. Next year the General Assembly plans to take a comprehensive look at tax reform.
TABOR (SR 20)

DID NOT PASS

Sen. Chip Roger’s proposal often referred to as TABOR- short for Taxpayer Bill of Rights- replaces the legislator-run state appropriations system that assesses actual needs with an artificial cap on state spending. This measure would be most detrimental to education and health care budgets which represent a larger segment of the budget and can experience rapid growth. A similar measure passed in Colorado wreaked havoc and was ultimately repealed. 

OTHER BILLS OF INTEREST

Combining DHR and DCH (HB 47)

DID NOT PASS

Rep. Ron Stephen’s bill combines the state agency that handles health and human services programs with the agency that administers Medicaid into a single entity. The new mega agency, known as the Department of Health, would have a single governing board and commissioner. See also HB 514 proposing the establishment of a State Commission on Government Health Services Reform to make recommendations regarding the reorganization and consolidation of DHR and DCH into a single agency.

Hospital Acquired Infection Reporting (HB 61)

DID NOT PASS

Rep. Alan Powell’s legislation requires hospitals and ambulatory surgical centers to report data concerning hospital acquired infections. This information will then be made publicly available to help educate consumers. 
Certificate of Need Modification Proposals (HB 568, HB 210, HB 263, HB 337)
DID NOT PASS
Certificate of Need (CON) is the regulatory tool that controls the supply of health care services. Following a two year study of pros and cons related to the current CON system, many bills suggesting changes to the status quo were introduced in 2007. Physicians interested in offering  high profit imaging services only available in hospital settings (PET scans and CAT scans) are on one side of the debate while hospitals, especially rural facilities, oppose this. Because indigent hospital care is funded in large part through cost shifting –charging higher prices to the insured population- and offsets available only because hospitals provide some high profit services, these bills could have a major impact on low-income families.
Flexible Work Week Study Committee (HR 666)

DID PASS

House Rules Chairman Earl Erhart’s study committee will consider how a flexible work would reduce traffic congestion/air pollution and make recommendations. Family-friendly policy recommendations may be an unintended consequence of addressing this issue. 

School Vouchers (SB 10)
DID PASS

Sen. Eric Johnson’s bill permits students with disabilities to apply for and receive approximately $9,000 towards a private school education.

Mental Health System Oversight Commission (SR 363)

VETOED

Sen. Johnny Grant’s resolution called for the appointment of legislators, judges, and citizens to study needed changes in the mental health system. Governor Perdue said he vetoed this item because there were no members of the executive branch included on the commission.
� $140,000 was included in the budget to provide emergency assessment services for prostituted children.





� See similar bills prefiled by Rep. Knox, chairs of House Insurance Committee. � HYPERLINK "http://www.legis.ga.gov/legis/2007_08/sum/hb27.htm" ��HB 27� promotes high deductible health plans. � HYPERLINK "http://www.legis.ga.gov/legis/2007_08/sum/hb28.htm" ��HB 28� replaces the High Risk Pool health insurance system of last resort for Georgians who would otherwise be uninsurable with far less comprehensive options under a quasi-government body stacked by insurance company representatives. Neither bill was formally introduced during the 2007 session.





� High deductible health insurance policies would be exempt from providing most mandated benefits required by law in all other Georgia health insurance policies [coverage of newborn or adopted children; coverage for victims of domestic violence; outpatient treatment for substance abuse and most mental disorders; chlamydia screening tests; coverage for complications of pregnancy; reimbursement for psychologists, chiropractors, optometrists, athletic trainers, hospitals specializing in alcohol and drug addiction, general anesthesia for dental in hospital or ambulatory surgery centers; direct access to dermatologists; newborn baby and mother protection (48 hour stay after delivery); direct access to obstetricians and gynecologists; contraceptive drugs and services; prescription inhalers; use of RNs as assistants in surgery; coverage for autism; coverage of child wellness services; provisions for medical and surgical services; coverage of TMJ and other jaw deformities; utilization of mail order pharmacies; coverage in group policies for medical and surgical services generally and coverage of drugs not specifically approved for treatment of cancer].








